
Wednesday 21st October 2020 

We are learning about the musical composer: Hans Zimmer 

Interview with Hans Zimmer: Master of Musical Soundtrack Scores 

Introduction: 

Born 12 September 1957, Hans Florian Zimmer is a famous German film score composer and record producer for 

both television and motion pictures. Zimmer's works are notable for integrating electronic music sounds with 

traditional orchestral arrangements. Since the 1980s, Zimmer has composed music for over 150 films. His works 

include ‘The Lion King’, for which he won the Academy Award for Best Original Score in 1995; the ‘Pirates of the 

Caribbean’ series; ‘Interstellar’, and historical recreations ‘Gladiator’ and ‘Dunkirk’. Zimmer has also received four 

Grammy Awards, three Classical BRIT Awards, two Golden Globes, to honour his talent. I met up with him at a 

recent record signing, to ask him a few questions relating to his achievements: 

Q: Hans. Great to meet you. You are considered one of the world’s greatest composters. Tell me how this 

all began. 

A: Thanks Daniel. Well, I actually spent the early part of my career right here in the United Kingdom, before 

moving to the United States, where I developed my musical career.  

Q: So, your roots are here – great! Do you tend to work independently in USA, or collaboratively? 

A: Well, as head of the film music division at DreamWorks studios, I work with other composers through the 

company that I founded, called Remote Control Productions. My studio is located in a beautiful area of Santa 

Monica, California.  

Q: Ah - so when you are not recording, you must be surfing! Do the musicians usually travel to your studio 

to record your pieces? 

A: Well actually, I have quite an extensive range of computer equipment and keyboards in the studio, which allows 

me to create demo versions of film scores pretty quickly, without the need for musicians to always be present. 

Q: So, which is your preferred instrument to play, when you are creating musical scores for screen? 

A: I’d say the piano. As a child, my formal training was two weeks of piano lessons. However, I was expelled from 

eight schools because I preferred to study music instead of my schoolwork, so I am self-taught.  

Q: That is amazing! Now, you recently created the musical score for David Attenborough’s TV series, ‘Blue 

Planet’. What was the musical inspiration behind this? 

A: Well, it was very important to me that the musical score was atmospheric throughout. Attenborough once 

famously said, ‘The oceans, seemingly limitless, invoke in us a sense of awe and wonder, and also sometimes fear. 

Hidden beneath the waves, right beneath my feet, there are creatures beyond our imagination.’ I wanted my 

music to convey musical elements, that conveyed the drama and mystery behind this statement.  

Q: Yes – you can certainly feel that from the musical composition. What inspires you to create music? 

A: To be honest, I've always heard music in my head. Anything from characters, to settings can inspire me. I'm 

a child of the 20th century, so computers came in very handy when I learnt to record digitally.  

Q: So, where does your musical talent come from? Were your parents musical? 

A: My mother was very musical - basically a musician - and my father was an engineer and an inventor. Being 

Jewish, she escaped Nazi Germany in 1939 by coming to Britain. My father died when I was just a child, and I 

escaped somehow into the music, and music has been my best friend. 

 



Strengthen 

1. Which film did Zimmer win an Academy Award for Best Original Score in 1995?  (1 mark) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Find a word that means the same as working with other people.    (1 mark) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Deepen 

3. What can you infer about the weather in Santa Monica? Refer to the text in your answer. 

(2 marks) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Complete the table below, by inserting a tick in the correct column.                               (2 marks) 

 

Statement Fact Fiction 

Hans Zimmer’s mother was Jewish   

Hans Zimmer was expelled from seven schools   

‘Blue Planet’ was a TV series narrated by Hans Zimmer   

Hans Zimmer took piano exams     

 

5. David Attenborough describes a sense of a sense of ‘awe and wonder’, when considering the 

mysteries of the ocean in the TV series ‘Blue Planet’. Name two ways in which Hans Zimmer 

reflects this in his musical score.         (2 marks) 

 

 ___________________________ _______________________________________________ 

  __________________________ _______________________________________________ 

Challenge 

6. Using information from the text, explain how Hans Zimmer’s childhood helped him to compose 

musical soundtracks.          (2 marks) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Assessment Criteria 

2b Retrieve and record information / 

identify key details from non-fiction  

2d Make inferences from the text 

I have knowledge of digital composer, Hanz 

Zimmer 


