
Tuesday 20th October 2020 

We are learning how musical tracks are created 

Music in Movie Soundtracks 

Telling the Story Through Music (Narrative) 

Music can be a powerful medium through which to convey a story 

or message within a movie to the audience. The story that it tells 

is called the narrative through the theme music and dramatic 

underscoring in a movie, which is when music that accompanies a 

particular scene, intensifies the action (makes it dramatic).  

                        Soundtracks from children’s movies 

A composer will write, arrange and orchestrate the orchestral performance for a specific desired 

effect – a musical score is the arrangements of the musical notes on a manuscript. Music can be created 

either by musicians in a recording session or electronically, via a synthesizer. A songwriter may also be 

employed to write one or more original songs for a film. An audience’s emotions can be intensified when 

watching a motion picture, accompanied by dramatic music, thereby making the experience of the film 

more significant. The whole collection of music that accompanies a film is called the soundtrack.  

Musical Elements 

When creating music, musical elements - or parts – are combined individually, or together. Elements of 

music can be compared to the elements of art or design. Musical elements may include:  

Musical Element Effect 

Pitch The quality and degree of highness and lowness. 

Timbre The tone colour or tone quality (from psychoacoustics), is the perceived 

sound quality of a musical note, sound or tone. It distinguishes between 

different types of sound, such as choir voices - and musical instruments; 

such as string instruments, wind instruments, and percussion instruments. 

Texture Tempo, melodic, and harmonic materials are combined in a composition, thus 

determining the overall quality of the sound in a piece. For example, a thick 

texture contains many 'layers' of instruments. 

Volume How quiet / loud. 

Duration How long it lasts. 

Form Structure of a musical composition or performance. 

 

A film score is original music written specifically to accompany a film – the soundtrack. This can include 

music, dialogue and sound effects, and comprises a number of orchestral, instrumental, or choral pieces 

called cues, which are timed to begin and end at specific points during the film in order to enhance the 

dramatic narrative and the emotional impact of the scene. Scores are written by one or more 

composers, under the guidance of, or in collaboration with, the film's director or producer. They are 

usually performed by an ensemble of musicians – most often comprising an orchestra or band, 

instrumental soloists, and choir or vocalists – known as playback singers - and recorded by a sound 

engineer. 

 



Strengthen 

1. Give the meaning of the word, ‘underscoring’.        (1 mark) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. True or false: A musical score is the sound of the musical notes on a manuscript  (1 mark) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Deepen 

3. Give two ways in which musical soundtracks for motion pictures may be created   (2 marks) 

 

a) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

b) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. According to the text, describe how pitch and volume are different    (2 marks) 

 

a) Pitch: ___________________________ ___________________________ 

 

b) Volume: __________________________ ___________________________ 

Challenge 

5. Using information from the text, explain how ‘cues’ create drama     (2 marks) 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Based on the text as a whole, in your opinion, who do you think is more important in conveying a 

narrative to the audience: the musical composter or the film director?   (3 marks) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 Key Assessment Criteria 

2b Retrieve and record information / 

identify key details from non-fiction  

I can understand how music is created 

digitally 


