


Our Approach to 
teaching English 

in Reception

Reading 
through play Daily story 

time
Weekly 1:1 

read

Weekly red 
word 
focus

Daily 
guided 
reading

Daily Phonics 
teaching

Talk for writing 
sessions

Kinetic letters 
handwriting 
sessions.

Weekly 
writing adult 
focus task



•The children are being 
taught the essential 

skills required for early 
reading and writing for 
at least 6 hours a week 

in school.



Daily phonics
• We use RWInc to teach the children how to read and write.

• We initially start by learning what sound each letter makes. Each 
sound is accompanied by a picture which helps the children 
remember it. The children must use PURE sounds, so avoid any 
‘ugh’ sounds when pronouncing them.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCBzNnSSxds



Phonics…
• As the children learn the letter sounds we build up their BLENDING skills.

• Fred talk is used for blending e.g. putting the sounds together in a word.

• For example the teacher may say b-a-t and the children would blend 

these sounds together to say the word bat. 

• Once the children are confident with their oral blending they will work on 

blending written words independently; e.g. they will look at the written word 

bat and be able to sound it out.



Phonics…
The scheme  introduces different types of word:

Green words- These are words that the children can sound out and read. For 

example mum, dad, dog etc. (these will be sent home as the children build up 

their bank of sounds learned.)

Red words – These are words that cannot be sounded out. For example ‘the’ and 

‘was’ 

Nonsense words- Using made up words can help to assess the children’s ability 

to decode using sounds. 



Guided reading
• Small group guided reading sessions are used for the children to APPLY the skills they 

have learned in their whole class phonics and learn valuable comprehension skills.

• Maximum of 8 children in a group reading texts that are closely matched to the number 

of sounds they know and are able to use.

• Children work with a partner and the teacher will monitor closely the reading that is 

taking place, prompting and supporting the children.

• Once the children are able to read simple words they will begin reading ‘ditties’ which 

will also be sent home for the children to read.



1:1 reading
• We will be using our parent volunteers this year to ensure that 

each child has a 1:1 read at school each week in addition to the 

guided reading they have daily.

• This will be an opportunity for us to assess the reading stage 

your child is on as regularly as possible.



Weekly Red Word
• Each week the children will learn a new red word in school. These are the 

words that cannot be sounded out but need to be recognised by sight.

• The children practice it every morning when they come in, rehearse them daily 

before lunch and spend time on a Friday playing games to practice reading 

all of the red words the have learned speedily.

• This year we will also have a ‘high five’ wall where children will be 

encouraged to high five a red word before going out to play.



Reading through the provision
• In addition to the more structured daily reading that occurs, the children will 

be invited to practice their reading skills through their play and activities.

• Each classroom has a phonics area which will have a weekly ‘rainbow job’ with 

a reading or writing focus.

• Books and stories are available in the role play areas, book corners and outside.

• Our interactive whiteboards and ipads are available for the children to play 

phonics based games.



Your job 
at home!Continue to 

reinforce a love of 
stories.

Review the ditty 
that will be sent 
home once the 

children start them 
in school.

Rehearse the 
sounds, red words 
and green words 
that have been 

sent home.

Read your child’s 
reading books with 

them.



Reading books
• Pre-reader books consist of pictures with no words. The children read the 

story using the illustrations and develop their comprehension; a skill which 

is developed as the children become more fluent readers.

• Children progress onto books with words when they are ready. All children 

will work at different rates and we urge you to concentrate on your child’s 

level of reading rather than that of their peers. 



Reading books continued…
• Listen to the children read their books and support them to sound out unknown words 

where appropriate. It can be useful to sound a word out for the children to blend together 

or encourage the children to use the pictures as clues if they are finding a word tricky.

• Read each book at least twice- once focusing on telling the story and the second on 

comprehension (see questions on the inside cover of the reading logs)

• Please sign your child’s reading log when you have read with them as this helps us to see 

when the children have been read with. Messages can be passed to us this way if you feel 

they need assessing for the next stage.



What a quality read looks like with 
your child…

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4Sl
87VPX_4

• (search ‘home readers a parent’s guide)



Sound stickers and red words
Decide on a place to keep all of the stickers and red words sent home so they can 

be referred back to.

Find times to rehearse them in fun ways:

 play a game of bingo with the sounds  

 hide red words around the room,

 put a different red word under your child’s plate at tea time practice writing 

them in chalk, paint, with magnetic letters 

 Make an extra set and play snap/memory



• As the children build up the bank of sounds learned we will 
send home slips indicating the words the children should be 
able to read and write now. 

• Practice reading and writing these words with your child in 
fun ways.

Now I have learned these 
sounds 

I can try to read and write these 
words!

i n p g o
in  on and pin

got

Green words



Ditty Books
• When the children start reading ditties in their guided reading sessions we 

will start to send home a copy at the end of the week.

• The text is closely matched to the sounds learned and because they have 

already read it at school it helps to build success and confidence.

• Practice the sounds, read the green words and red words then read the 

text.

• It is very helpful to practice the ‘hold a sentence’ at the bottom- say it out 

loud in silly ways then see if your child can write it.



Our School Website
www.mawsleycpschool.co.uk

Go to ‘our learning’ then ‘phonics’ for more information 

about the RWI scheme, links to powerpoints which have 

lists of green words and red words and links to some 

interactive phonics games.



Reluctant readers
• Some children need support in developing an enjoyment of reading. You 

can support your child by making the experience of reading fun e.g. 

reading under the covers with a torch and bringing it into real life e.g. 

reading road signs, recipes etc.

• Please continue to read TO your child to build a love of stories together. 

• Do not pressure the children or force them to read, as this can ‘turn 

them off’. 

• We recommend that you develop a routine which suits you and your 

family so that it becomes part of your child’s daily life.



A little incentive…

This year we will be rewarding children with learning 

points for reading at home… one learning point if their 

reading record has been signed three times for reading 

their reading books at home, 2 learning points if they have 

read 5 times at home!



Remember…
reading opens 

the door to 
learning!


